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Young Leaders Fund

Young leaders are vital contributors to the AIDS response. | /) ,
Young leaders and youth-focused organizations provide
necessary strategic insights, drive and vision to sustain and 1°((1 3
enrich the response, now and in the future. Resourcing 1% 3
these youth-led and focused initiatives is important to 3 <

maintaining the momentum of the AIDS response.

Despite their centrality to the AIDS response, young leaders
face challenges in resourcing their activities because there 32 (
is a gap in access to funding resources for youth
organizations . Unfortunately, initiatives and organizations inspired by young leaders and
advocates are often driven by short-term, project specific funding opportunities, and too
frequently fail due to lack of core support. In addition to the lack of available funds, young
leaders often have limited contacts within the funding world, and many lack the institutional
resources and capacity to fundraise in systematic and strategic ways. Participants at the 1%
aids2031 Young Leaders Summit identified fundraising obstacles as the main barrier to building
resilient and lasting youth-led and focused organizations.

The Young Leaders Fund will address this gap in ava ilable funding . The fund will invest in
young leaders and their efforts, through providing seed grants for small organizations of HIV-
affected youth to support inventive approaches to community mobilization, support and
advocacy. Technical assistance would be provided to support the groups as they carry out their
projects and build their organizations. It is anticipated that this funding would serve to
strengthen young initiatives, indentify and build new leadership, and work to leverage additional
support for these groups.

Funding would be provided through a peer-reviewed grants mechanism led by HIV-affected
youth in their respective regions. Potential grantees would apply for funding through an
application in the dominant languages of their regions.

The fund would be created and maintained through input from young leaders and advocates in
collaboration with mentors with grant-making and AIDS response experience.



